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Would you believe in the late 1970s Mark Warner was offering a week in a chalet 
from £160. And Scotland was a major destination for British skiers, with train-loads 
of enthusiasts leaving London and major cities to arrive in Aviemore, where a large 
tourism industry built up - and indeed the area still boasts ski tourism and is in 
other season Britain’s leading activities centre, with every kind of action from hiking 
and biking to mountaineering and hill walking to hunting, shooting and � shing and 
watersports on both river and lakes. As well as some of the country’s � nest hotels.
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THE WAY
IT WAS...



Another popular form of ski transport in the 1980s was the train - this time to the French 
Alps. In those days the autoroutes were not either major or indeed complete so Brits 
would load their cars on the train at London Victoria and take the overnight ski train to 
Moutiers, arriving at 8 a.m. You slept in a couchette and the cost was cheaper than 
driving - petrol, tolls and ferry crossing. You could if wealthy go on the Orient Express, 
which in those days would stop at Innsbruck or St Anton for any skiers on board. 
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